WILLIAM PITT, EARL OF CHATHAM
BT THOMAS CABLYLE
WILLIAM PITT, Earl of Chatham, the
second son of Robert Pitt, Esq., of
Boconnock, in the county of Corn*
wall, was born on the 15th of November, 1708,
The family was originally of Blandford, in
Dorsetshire. Christopher Pitt, the translator
of Vida and Vergil, and Thomas Pitt, Gov-
ernor of Madras in the reign of Queen Anne,
were both of this place. The latter was Chat-
ham's grandfather, and likewise remarkable
as having purchased, during his residence in
the East, the jewel known by the name of the
Pitt Diamond, which weighed 127 carats, and
was afterward sold by him to the King of
France for 135,000 lire, having originally cost
20,400 lire. It may also be worthy of men-
tion that, by the wife of this gentleman, Chat-
ham was descended from the Regent Murray,
natural son of James V of Scotland.
Of Chatham's youth and early habits little
is recorded, except that he studied at Eton as
a foundation-scholar; was removed to Trin-
ity College, Oxford, in 1726, and left the
university without taking any degree. His
proficiency in the attainments usually ac-
quired there may, however, be inferred from
the circumstance that some Latin verses of
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